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Therefore a wish for friendship is formed quickly, but not
friendship. This species of friendship therefore both with
respect to time and every thing else is perfect, and is formed
upon the basis of all these requisites, and is the same from
each to each j which ought to be the case between friends.

CHAP. IV.

Equality is the bond of friendship.    What kind of men each
friendship suits.

"L BUT friendship for the agreeable has a resemblance to
that; for the good are agreeable to one another. So also
that for the useful: for the good are useful to one another.
But in these also the friendships continue most, when there
is an equal return from each other, for instance, of pleasure,
And not only thus, but an equal return from the same thing,
for instance, from the facetious to the facetious, and not as
from the lover to the person loved : for these do not feel
pleasure in the same things, but the one in loving the other,
and the other in receiving attention from the lover. But
when the personal beauty ceases, sometimes the friendship
ceases also : for the face is no longer agreeable'to the one,
and the other does not receive attention. Many how-
ever continue friends, if from long acquaintance they love
the character, being of the same character. But those, who
in love affairs do not return the agreeable but the useful, are
friends in a less degree, and continue less. But those, who
are friends for the useful, separate together with the useful;
for they were not friends to one another, but to that which
was profitable. Consequently for the sake of pleasure and
the useful it is possible for the bad to be friends with one
another, and the good with the bad, and a man that is nei-
ther good nor bad with either $ but for the sake of the patties
themselves, evidently only the good can be friends; for the